
 
Term Two 

21st July, 2023 Message from Monique 
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

Welcome back to school for Term 3! Here’s to a positive and produc-

tive term of learning ahead. We have several things to look forward 

to such as gymnastics at Jet’s Gym in Diamond Creek, Book Week 

celebrations and upcoming incursions. 

 

I look forward to sharing these experiences along with our daily liter-

acy and numeracy programs this term. 

Kind Regards, Monique 

 

Staffing news 

We have checked in with Svetlana and are happy to report she is re-

covering well and looking forward to a return to Christmas Hills soon. 

All staff and students have been incredibly grateful for our ‘Jane duo’ 

for their work and dedication to not only our Quip Quip students, but 

to our whole school. We of course miss Svetlana, but it has also been 

lovely to have them both as part of our community. 

Welcome back, Belinda! Belinda will be working in an education sup-

port role at Christmas Hills for the remainder of the year. We are in-

credibly lucky to have someone join the team whose strengths are 

building positive, respectful relationships and celebrating and sup-

porting each and every one of our students here at Christmas Hills. 

Important Dates for    

Term 3 

18th July - Strathewen PS & 
CFA Incursion 

8th August - Gymnastics 

15th August - Gymnastics 

19th - 25th August - Book Week 

23rd August - Book Week Dress 
Up 

22nd August - Gymnastics 

29th August - Gymnastics 

5th September - Gymnastics 

12th September - Gymnastics 

15th September - Last day of 
Term 3 

 

Dates to Remember  

Term 1 - Monday 30 January 
2023 - Thursday 6 April 
2023 

Term 2 -  Monday 24 April 2023 
- Friday 23 June 2023 

Term 3 - Monday 10 July 2023 - 
Friday 15 September 2023 

Term 4 - Monday 2 October 
2023 - Wednesday  

20 December 2023 



Our inquiry into Vikings!  

Hello families, 

We have been learning about the Vikings as our history inquiry topic this term. The children are very 

interested and engaged and have been making some wonderful connections between life then and 

now. They have been making artefacts and will be sharing their learning in a presentation to you all on 

Friday 4 August at 3pm in the Quip Quip classroom.  

We hope you can make it to celebrate their learning.  

Kind regards  

Jane Dempsey 

 

Social and Personal Capabilities 

In your child’s Semester 1 report you will see a curriculum area assessed and reported on was, Social 

and Personal Capabilities. 

Personal and Social Capability involves students in a range of practices including: 

• Recognising and regulating emotions 

• Developing empathy for others 

• Understanding relationships 

• Working effectively in teams 

• Handling challenging situations constructively 

• Developing leadership. 

 

Personal Strengths 

Children and young people need a vocabulary to help them recognise and understand strengths and 

positive qualities in themselves and others. Discussing and brainstorming personal strengths provides 

learning experiences to build this vocabulary and to use it when discussing personal, social and ethical 

challenges. Research in the field of positive psychology emphasises the importance of identifying and 

using individual strengths.  



Social and emotional learning programs which use strength-based approaches promote student wellbe-

ing, positive behaviour and academic achievement. This topic of personal strengths builds the personal 

and social capabilities in students. 

As a school we have been discussing our personal strengths. Our lessons have focussed on developing 

the following skills and understandings: 

• Describing personal strengths in self and others 

• Identifying skills and strengths they wish to develop 

Students at Christmas Hills have identified the following strengths in themselves as learners, classmates 

and friends: generosity, hardworking, kindness, humour, curiosity, fairness, creativity, honesty, self-

control, courage and determination. What a strong group of learners we have here at Christmas Hills! 

Through discussion we have realised that many of our physical strengths such as ability to climb, write, 

swim, run, build and play sports are not only developed but enhanced when we use personal strengths 

such as persistence, determination and inquisitiveness. 

Our school values, caring, honesty, inquisitiveness, respect, persistence and sharing are personal 

strengths, and help to build each students’ social and personal capabilities.  

 

Visitors to Christmas Hills 

On Tuesday, 18th of July we welcomed some visitors from Strathewen Primary School and our local 

CFA. We met the Principal of Strathewen Primary, Jane, some Year 5/6 students and some local CFA 

members. They showed us a clay animation presentation the Year 5/6 students created about the new 

bushfire rating system. The CFA members also brought a collection of tools for us to view and use. It was 

a lovely opportunity to connect with our wider community. Thank you to Strathewen Primary School 

and the CFA members who attended.  

 

 

 

 

 



Something to share from our Bunjil Poetry unit … 

BLACK  

Black looks like the void that erodes the quiet, 

It sounds loud in the silence, 

It smells of withering yet blooming roses. 

If feels as soft as silk, 

despite its thorny cover. 

It tastes like blood curdling nightmares.  

It reminds me of sadness,  

or depression.  

Like a delicate dandelion swaying in the cold vast wind.  

By Maggie Watson 

 

 

A few shout outs… 

Thank you to the staff who attended school over the holiday break to declutter and clean learning spaces. 

We will continue this work over the term to ensure students and staff work in safe learning spaces and have 

easy access to learning resources.  

Thank you to the families who came to check on the chooks over the holidays and weekends.  

Thank you to Richard our maintenance person for the bushfire season preparation work he completed this 

week. 

Thank you to the students for returning to school with positivity and readiness to learn. I think the break 

has given us the refresh we needed! 

Numeracy problem to discuss at home… 

a + b -c = 27 

Bring us back your ideas! 







We Need Your Help 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 






