
 
Term Three 

18th August, 2023 Message from Monique 
 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

What a jam-packed, action-filled fortnight we have had! We have 

demonstrated our skills and knowledge as mathematicians, authors, 

gymnasts, archers, public speakers, scientists and everything in be-

tween. It is lovely to see the students actively engage and participate 

while following our CHIRPS values in the varied and unique learning 

experiences here at Christmas Hills. Additionally, I would like to 

thank the staff for always considering the students’ interests and 

strengths while creating stimulating learning programs to ensure all 

students experience success and enjoy learning.  

If your child is away, could you please remember to put it on Sentral. 

Kind Regards, Monique 

 

A few shout outs… 

Thank you to Jane Dempsey and our students for their hard work in 

putting together the Viking Presentation. 

Thank you to Jet’s Gymnastics in Diamond Creek for running an en-

gaging program for our students. And, to our students for demon-

strating our CHIRPS values during the sessions. 

Thank you to Briony for organising a fun and engaging Science Week 

celebration day. 

Thank you to Hannah and Donna who have been regularly checking 

food and water for our chooks, plus letting them out for a bit of a run 

around throughout the day. 

Important Dates for    

Term 3 

19th - 25th August - Book Week 

23rd August - Book Week Dress 
Up 

22nd August - Gymnastics 

29th August - Gymnastics 

5th September - Gymnastics 

8th September - Curriculum 
Day 

12th September - Gymnastics 

15th September - Last day of 
Term 3 

 

Dates to Remember  

Term 1 - Monday 30 January 
2023 - Thursday 6 April 
2023 

Term 2 -  Monday 24 April 2023 
- Friday 23 June 2023 

Term 3 - Monday 10 July 2023 - 
Friday 15 September 2023 

Term 4 - Monday 2 October 
2023 - Wednesday  

20 December 2023 

 



Thank you to Maggie and Onyx, two of our school leaders, for being gentle and caring role models to our young-
er students. The staff have all noticed your growth as leaders and learners and it makes our hearts sing! 

Bush School 

We will be continuing Bush School with Eco Explorers until the end of this term. Next term, we will have a break 
so we can focus on the additional end of year events such as the production, graduation, Christmas celebrations 
and art projects. School Council will be discussing the frequency of Bush School for 2024 and we will update the 
community and seek feedback as needed along the way. 

Parent Opinion Survey – Your School, Your Say 

A reminder to please complete the parent opinion survey. The survey offered by the Department of Education is 
designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of school climate, student behav-
ior, and student engagement. The survey is optional; however, we encourage all families to participate. Our 
school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies. 
All parents & carers received an email on 31st of July detailing how to access the survey. By completing this sur-
vey, we can continue our strong home/school partnerships and focus our energies on improvement together. 

Writing 

The students completed a higher order thinking routine called, Headlines to recount their experiences at Jet’s 
Gymnastics. The purpose of the Headlines thinking routine is to capture the main ideas of an event in a fun crea-
tive way. Check out the responses from our students below. Personally, I am impressed with the use of vocabu-
lary and use of language devices such as ‘jumping for joy’ and ‘racing up the rope’. 



We are happy to share that we have recently purchased more decodable texts and resources from Little 

Learners Love Literacy to support our explicit and systematic approach to teaching reading and spelling. 

This guarantees all students have access to quality and research based teaching and learning experienc-

es to ensure all students reach their potential and thrive.   

On Sunday the 27th of August CSIRO is running a national science quiz! 
Hosted by Charlie Pickering, two teams of Australiaʼs leading scientific minds will battle it out with the winning 
team leaving victorious...and the losing team slimed live-on-stage! 
  
If you’d like to come you can book tickets here: National Science Quiz – Much more than trivia! 

  
For students that are 11 and over, Chan will be there to supervise if you can get them there, just see him or the 
school to let him know your child will be coming! 
  
If your student under 11 then they’ll need to be accompanied by an adult. 
  
If you can’t make it but would like to watch the stream, join online here: National Science Quiz – Much more than 
trivia! 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalsciencequiz.com.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJodie.Finster%40education.vic.gov.au%7C3385c3a4640b4627787e08db9d17f0c9%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638276498374278409%7CUnknow
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalsciencequiz.com.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJodie.Finster%40education.vic.gov.au%7C3385c3a4640b4627787e08db9d17f0c9%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638276498374278409%7CUnknow
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalsciencequiz.com.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJodie.Finster%40education.vic.gov.au%7C3385c3a4640b4627787e08db9d17f0c9%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638276498374278409%7CUnknow






 
 

2023 Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey: 
 

WE WANT OUR PARENTS / CAREGIVERS / GUARDIANS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!  
 
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents / caregivers / guardians think of our school. The 
Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education 
that is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of school climate, 
student behavior, and student engagement. The survey is optional but we encourage all families to partici-
pate. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improve-
ment strategies.  
 
All families are invited to participate in the survey. 
 
The Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey will be open from Monday 7 August to Friday 8 Sep-
tember 2023. 
 
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any con-
venient time within the survey period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online 
survey will be available in English and 10 other languages including Arabic, Greek, Hakha Chin, Hindi, Japa-
nese, Punjabi, Simplified Chinese, Somali, Turkish, and Vietnamese. 
 

Please check your email inbox for information regarding your access 
to the survey. 
 
Please come and speak to me if you have any questions.  
 
Monique Rankin | Acting Principal 







We Need Your Help 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 






