
 





10th December - Candle  making 

• 15th December - Graduation 
and school concert. 5:30pm 

• 17th December - Last day of 
school.  1:30pm finish 

 

 

2021 Term Dates 

Term 1- 28th January-1st April 

Term 2- 19th April-25th June 

Term 3 -12th July-17th       

September  

Term 4 - 4th October - 

17th December 

 

 

Term Four 
2nd December 2021  

It is fabulous to see the sun shining and our lovely local birdlife have 

been visiting us in the yard which always helps to put a smile on the fac-

es of students and staff. As the weather is heating up we ask that fami-

lies help students stay comfortable on hot days by following the below 

tips, it is incredibly important that students stay hydrated for their 

health and learning. So we strongly encourage all students to bring a 

drink bottle (or two) to school each day. 

Students have been having a wonderful time exploring tennis in the 

yard with our new full size tennis net. In the coming weeks we will have 

3 shade sails installed in our yard which will be a terrific addition to our 

playground and provide students with more shady places to learn and 

play. 



Students have been having a wonderful time exploring tennis in the yard with our new full size tennis net. In 

the coming weeks we will have 3 shade sails installed in our yard which will be a terrific addition to our play-

ground and provide students with more shady places to learn and play. 

  

As we head into the fire danger period please check that you have Sentral notifications turned on as this is 

the primary method of communication, including advising of school closures/relocations if required. We 

have included the FDR policy so please take some time to familiarise yourself with the processes we have in 

place. 

  

As we enter into the final fortnight of the year we have a number of special events coming up. Each of these 

occasions are an opportunity for our school community to celebrate the amazing growth and resilience 

shown by our students. 

Upcoming Events 

Candle Workshop is an online event which has been supported by Bob’s Beekeeping and Nillumbik Council. 

Our workshop will be via zoom at 5:30pm on December 10th. R.S.V.P to Christ-

mas.hills.ps@education.vic.gov.au. 

Be sure to share the invitation with family and friends and don’t forget to register so that our School       

Captains can have your pack ready to go.  

Final transition session will be held on Friday 10th December with our 2022, Preps attending all day.  

 

 

 

 

 

Production and Graduation Celebration will be held on Wednesday 15th December. Students have been 

busy preparing for this performance and celebration. Parents please keep an eye on Sentral for further de-

tails. This year it will be an outdoor event with families invited to bring a picnic dinner to enjoy between the 

production and graduation. 

 Looking forward to 2022 

Monday 29th November was a Curriculum Day which was a fabulous opportunity for the staff to work to-

gether to begin to prepare for a terrific 2022. 

 

 



 

  

It is shaping up to be a very excit-

ing year with . 

Launch of Out of School Hours 

Care 

Student led project of designing 

and building a Pump Track 

School Fair on Sunday 3rd April 

 

Private School Tours are available at any time so if you would like to hear more about how we can 

support your child to thrive as they continue their learning journey contact the school by calling 

9730 1238, 0499 205 083 or email Christmas.hills.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

In the last two weeks we started and developed some board 
game designs to help save threatened species. The younger 
students had a go at playing the games and then adapting 
their designs to make the games better and more                 
informative. The older students did some solid research to 
help to guide their board games. They looked at what made 
board games good, how to make them fun and key facts to 
include to help save threatened species. Some of the           
innovations were quite creative and seem like they will keep 
people entertained for hours!   
 
  

  



   



 

 

Christmas Hills Primary School 

FIRE-DANGER RATING CLOSURE AND RELOCATION POLICY and PROCEDURES 

 

POLICY STATEMENT 

Schools, kindergartens and licensed child care centres that have been identified as being at high fire risk and on 

the Department’s Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will close on days declared Code Red.  

Christmas Hills Primary School is a BARR school and therefore adheres to this policy. Up to date information on 

school closures can be found at the DEECD website at http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/

health/Pages/closures.aspx. 

In addition, CHPS has been identified as a Category 1 school, meaning additional measures are required to ad-

dress Severe and Extreme fire-danger rated days.  

 

AIMS: 

To work to provide a safe learning and work environment for our students and staff. 

To endeavour to align procedures with advice from CFA and other Emergency Services providers. 

To ensure the correct procedures are followed where a school day has been declared Code Red, Extreme or 

Severe fire danger. 

 

CODE RED FDR CLOSURES 

Throughout the Fire Danger Season, the Principal and Staff of Christmas Hills Primary, with support from our 

School Council, will monitor CFA and DET advice regarding Code Red fire-danger ratings. 

Where possible, up to 3-days notice of a planned closure will be provided; parents, staff and carers should, 

however, expect that in some instances fewer than 3-days notice may be provided. 

Once the final decision to close is confirmed at 2pm the day prior, this decision will not change – regardless of 

any changes in the weather forecast. This will help limit confusion and help families plan for how their children 

will be cared for when their school, kindergarten or child care centre is closed. 

The school will contact parents via SMS, email and hard copy notice as early as possible in the case of a planned 

closure. 

Where possible, the school gates will be locked as staff depart on the day prior to a closure and a sign placed 

on the gates indicating closure for the following day. 

In the event of a closure, no staff will be in attendance on the day of closure. 

The Principal will attempt to contact the local CFA fire captain to advise them of our closure. 

The Principal and Staff will complete the ‘Checklist for Pre-emptive Closure’ and notify DET of the steps we 

have taken in preparing for closure.  



   
SEVERE AND EXTREME FDR RELOCATION 

Throughout the Fire Danger Season, the Principal and Staff of Christmas Hills Primary, with support from our School Council, will 

monitor CFA and DET advice regarding Severe and Extreme fire-danger ratings. 

Throughout the Fire Danger Season, the Principal will keep informed of the Fire Danger Ratings for the Local Government Area.  

Agreement has been reached with Yering Primary School for the staff and students of Christmas Hills Primary School to have access 

to a spare classroom on their site at Melba Hwy, Yering, Vic, 3770 for the purpose of relocating our school on days rated as Severe 

and Extreme fire-danger. The school relocation plan is activated when the Local Government Area (LGA) FDR is Severe or Extreme.  

Where possible, up to 3-days notice of a planned relocation will be provided; parents, staff and carers should, however, expect that 

in some instances fewer than 3-days notice may be provided. 

Once the final decision to close is confirmed, this decision will not change – regardless of any changes in the weather forecast. This 

will help limit confusion and help families plan relocation days. 

The school will contact parents via SMS, email and hard copy notice as early as possible in the case of a planned closure.  

Where possible, the school gates will be locked as staff depart on the day prior to a relocation and a sign placed on the gates indicat-

ing relocation for the following day. 

When a school or children's service is relocated for bushfire, no staff, visitors or contractors will remain on site.  

The Principal will attempt to contact the local CFA fire captain to advise them of our relocation.  

The Principal and Staff will complete the ‘Checklist for Pre-emptive Relocation’ and notify DET of the steps we have taken in prepar-

ing for relocation.  

Parents will be responsible for arranging transport to and from Yering Primary School on relocation days and must ensure they re-

main with their children until CHPS staff are on site at Yering PS.  

Normal school hours will be in operation and parents will be responsible for ensuring their children arrive at Yering Primary School 

by 9:00am and are collected by 3:30pm. 

Off-site activities 

The safety of students and staff is paramount and off-site activities may be cancelled, postponed or relocated if faced with the 

threat of bushfire. 

Off-site activities include any activity undertaken by staff and children away from their normal school facility. This can include, but 

are not limited to: 

Camps 

Field trips 

Sporting activities 

Training or conferences for staff 

Additional Information 

Local Government Area (LGA) FDRs are used as triggers for school relocations to avoid unnecessary disruption to schools. LGA 

FDRs do not replace the official weather district FDRs but provide a more localised representation of risk and is what Category 1 and 

2 BARR schools use as a basis for relocation or closure on days of elevated bushfire risk. This is because the weather districts are very 

large and fire danger can vary a lot within them. For example, in Central Weather District the fire danger rating may be Severe, but 

on the same day in eastern LGAs the FDRs can be much lower than for western LGAs. 

Policy Review 

This policy will be reviewed bi-annually at the first School Council and Staff Meetings conducted in Terms 1 and 4 or earlier if further 

advice or direction is received from DET. 


